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General Sherman's Address. 



Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen : The grand 
pageant we have witnessed to-day in the streets of this busy 
mart of commerce, and the handsome assemblage of people 
that now fills this hall to overflowing, demonstrate unmistaka- 
bly that the public interest in the events of i86i-'65 did not 
die out with the lives of the heroes and martyrs of that epoch. 
We know, that all over this broad land this memorial day has 
been dedicated to the beautiful custom of decorating with 
earth's fairest and freshest flowers the graves of the patriot 
men, who died, that we might possess in peace a united coun- 
try and a Government worth having. The fragrance of these 
flowers, rising to Heaven from such altars, cannot but prove 
an acceptable peace-off*ering at the Throne of Him who holds 
in His hands the destiny of all people. The silent prayers 
of the widows and orphans, which have this day been regis- 
tered in heaven, will touch the hearts of the living, more 
especially of those who have sworn to maintain and defend 
the Government of the United States, and to prote6l the lives 
and property of the people against dangers from any and 
every quarter. Fortunately, our position on the earth's sur- 
face is so isolated, and so distant from the other great civili- 
zed States, that we fear no invasion, and can look with com- 
posure and profound regret at the wars and strife of the other 
hemisphere, scarcely comprehending the causes which have 
led them to marshal armies and navies of gigantic strength in 



a contest for power and influence, which scarcely seems justi- 
fied by the civilization of the age. Within, however, we are 
but human, subjedl to all the contentions incident to a vigorous 
race of men, struggling for wealth, for power, for influence, 
and all that man ever laboured for and fought for. 

Though a new generation has grown up since the events 
which we are now assembled to commemorate, there still re- 
main here, in this very presence, some of the witnesses of a 
fierce civil war, which left half a million of graves and an un- 
told amount of human pain and anguish ; a million of widows 
^ and orphans left to struggle in a cold world, without the sup- 
port of the strong arms on which they had a right to lean ; 
a pension roll of 232,104 names, at an annual cost of 
^25,371,215; a National debt of over ^2,000,000,000, the 
interest on which is annually near ;g 100, 000, 000; and a vast 
amount of property, the result of the toil of a hundred years, 
levelled to the earth and destroyed forever ; yet we hear men 
of influence contend that all this should be forgotten. It has 
long since been forgiven, and some of the very men who 
caused this state of fadls share in the councils of our Govern- 
ment, and I would be the last man to will it otherwise. They 
are now our equals in all the attributes of citizenship ; share 
in the common taxes and responsibilities, and I am most 
happy to bear witness, that many of them manifest the most 
ardent desire to join with us in making the future more safe 
and more glorious than the past. We have welcomed them 
back into the family group, as was the prodigal son of old, 
and it may seem to some of our old Union comrades, that it 
has gone too far to the prejudice of the remainder of the 
family who stood faithful all the time. This is one of the 
great political questions now on trial, and for one I hope and 
pray, that our old antagonists of the South will have learned 
wisdom, and by their a<5ls prove to the world the sincerity of 



their patriotic declarations. Some of them, however, con- 
tend that because their individual motives were pure and 
honourable, they arie entitled to the same measure of honour 
and glory as those who had the right on their side, and who, 
by war and violence, had to enforce submission to lawful au- 
thority. 

There are such things as abstract right and ab- 
stract WRONG, AND WHEN HISTORY IS WRITTEN, HUMAN 
ACTIONS MUST TAKE THEIR PLACE IN ONE OR THE OTHER CATE- 
GORY. We claim that, in the great civil war, we of the 
National Union Army were right, and our adversaries 

wrong ; AND NO SPECIAL PLEADING, NO EXCUSES, NO PERSONAL 
MOTIVES, HOWEVER PURE AND SPECIOUS, CAN CHANGE THIS 
VERDICT OF THE WAR. 

I would not for the world revive the angry passions of 
that period of time, nor do I question the personal motives 
of our then antagonists; but I do and ever will contest the 
proposition, that we should tear from the history of our coun- 
try the pages which record the great events from i860 to 1865 ; 
for they should stand there forever as a warning to those who 
come after us — who, from passion, s^lf-interest, or any human 
cause or pretext whatever, may undertake to destroy this 
Government by violence. No ! the deeds of our dead heroes 
are already recorded in the great book of time, and marble 
and brass will continue to record them long after we are dead 
and gone. In the language of our great leader. General Grant, 
we will never apologize for the deeds done in 1861-65, but 
will treasure up their memory, and on every suitable occasion, 
as long as life lasts, will present them anew to the youth of 
this country as noble examples of heroism and patriotism; for 
they saved this Nation from absolute annihilation, or, at the 
very least, from a long period of intestine war and anarchy. 
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It is related of General Scott, that when asked in 1861 
the probable duration of the then civil war, he answered: 
'*The confli<5l of arms will endure five years, but will be fol- 
lowed by twenty years of angry strife by the belligerent non- 
combatants." The war of arms only lasted four years, and 
let us hope that the belligerent non-combatants will give us 
a correspondingly shorter period of civil contention than was 
then predicted; so that nature and nature's benign laws may 
be allowed to resume their sway, to lead us out of the mazes 
of wordy controversy, and give to each and every man in this 
land perfe<5l freedom to work out his own destiny, by his own 
industry and by his own thrift, with ample protedlion to his 
life and property, and without fear of further civil strife. 

The flippant manner in which some of our orators and 
newspaper critics make use of warlike terms, warrants me in 
warning them of the danger of playing with edged tools. 
Political parties are wont to speak of their "headquarters," 
their "lines of battle with pickets and skirmishers out", of 
"dire<Sl attacks, flank movements," of "overwhelming vic- 
tory and defeat," as though they were dealing with armed 
masses instead of peaceful organizations for peaceful purpo- 
ses, differing only in the means by which the common result 
may best be reached ; and where the arena should be likened 
to a civic court instead of the field of battle. Though these 
terms may be well understood by themselves, they are calcu- 
lated to mislead the young, the thoughtless and the restless 
men of the country, who thereby become familiar and pre- 
pared for the real thing. Men who have felt the sting of the 
bullet, have heard the crash of the cannon's shot and explo- 
ding shell, or have witnessed war's usual scenes of havoc and 
desolation, rarely appeal to war as a remedy for ordinary 
grievances. Wars are usually made by civilians, bold and 
defiant in the forum, but when the storm comes they go below 



and leave their innocent comrades to catch the "peltings of 
the pitiless storm. * ' To this we have a great many honourable 
exceptions. I speak of Europe as well as America. Of the 
^iialf-million of brave fellows whose graves have this day been 
strewn with flowers by loving hands, not one in a thousand 
had the remotest connedlion with the causes of the war which 
led to their untimely death. 

Now I beg that you and the general public will not mis- 
construe my mean ing. Though the head of an army, I publicly 
proclaim our profession to be to * 'prevent war,*' and claim l.^ 
that my predecessors in office — ^Washington, Scott, and Grant, 
were essentially men of peace, who saved our country from 
many wars into which public clamor tried to push them. I 
now hope and beg, that all good men South and North will 
unite in real earnest to repair the mistakes and wrongs of the 
past: will persevere in the common effort to make this 
great land of ours to blossom as the Garden of Eden ; will 
so unite in effort, that every part of it from Maine to Texas — 
from Florida to Puget's Sound — ^will be made so safe to life *^ 
and property, that men may engage safely in every possible 
pursuit, whether of farming, mining, ranching, in navigation 
inlan^ and upon the high seas, in every variety of mercantile 
and mechanical pursuits, each one to reap the full measure of 
his own industry and sagacity without envy of his neighbour. 
Surely this is a field worthy the ambition of the proudest and 
most intelle<5lual statesman. 

I know, of my own personal knowledge, that there is 
abundance of room and opportunity for every honest roan in 
it; for his children and his children's children for centuries 
to come, and I could speak all night on so tempting a sub- 
je<Sl, but I must not detain you longer, and will close by in- 
voking all within the hearing of my voice to heed well the 
lessons of this "Decoration Day" ; to weave each year a new 
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and fresh garland for the grave of some beloved comrade or 
favourite hero, and to rebuke any and all who talk of civil 
war, save as the last ''dread tribunal of kings and of peoples." 

I cannot resist this opportunity of corre6ling an error 
committed by the New York press as to myself. About a 
year ago, at a banquet of the Chamber of Commerce at Del- 
monico's, I spoke off-hand in response to a toast complimen- 
tary to the army of the United States — a body of men as true 
to this Government and Republican institutions as the needle 
to the pole. I spoke of its necessity as the Grand High 
Sheriff of the Nation, to enable the President, who was there 
in person, to fulfil his office ; to proteft lawful commerce and 
trade; to guard the frontiers; protedl the emigrant against 
the savage; the peacefully inclined Indian against the tres- 
passer on his allotted reservation, and to respond to the 
Governor of a State in case of ' 'domestic violence. ' ' Though 
my remarks were published by the Chamber of Commerce, 
and were well understood by the persons to whom they were 
addressed, some of your New- York papers insisted that I had 
declared, that without our little regular army the people of the 
United States would become a mob. Ridiculous as such an 
assertion was, and though repeatedly denied by me, it was 
seriously quoted by a Member of Congress in* a recent debate 
under the shield of privilege, and can therefore only be met 
with a new denial. 

Consequently, I do again deny ever having used language 
which could be distorted into such meaning; but I did say, 
and do now say again most emphatically, that the sacred 
Constitution of our country commands the General Govern- 
ment, embracing Congress, the Executive, and Judiciary, to 
protedl the people of a State against domestic violence, 
and Congress has prescribed by law how, when, and under 
what circtmistances, the President shall execute that high duty ; 
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one of which is to use the army and navy of the United 
States. The event spoken of by me as hypothetical adlually 
occurred very soon thereafter, and the very men who denoun- 
ced me were of the class who called loudest for help. The 
army responded quietly, lawfully, effectually, and the danger 
soon passed, though in some quarters lives were taken and 
property destroyed by fire and violence. Some of these men 
"would now, when there is no seeming danger, assume the 
tone apologetic, because they want the votes of the law- 
breakers ; but I thank God that behind this class of men we 
have in our country the vast mass of good citizens who love 
liberty and justice, who in ordinary times are too busy in 
their own plans and industries to heed the machinations of 
this pestiferous few; but like that majestic force which rose in 
terrible earnest the moment the boom of the gun at Charleston 
was heard in 1861, will again, I believe, come forth to fur- 
nish all the men and all the muskets required to suppress any 
sort of violence which may be attempted in this land of law. 

Be steadfast, therefore, my countrymen! Be not too 
easily or too hastily alarmed ; but bear in mind that vigilance 
is the price of liberty, and courage the prime essential of jus- 
tice. The armies that were disbanded in 1865 still live in the 
spirit, and these will never, in my judgment, permit this 
Government to drift into anarchy* 
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